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optics, astronomy and general physics ; their systems of morality, grammar,
rhetoric and dialectics ; their skill in surgery and medicine, and their
advancement, whatever it may be, in anatomy and chemistry. To this
you will add researches into their agriculture, manufacture, and trade; and
whilst you enquire into their music, architecture, painting, and poetry, will
not neglect those inferior arts, by which comforts and even elegances of social
life are supplied or improved.' To give emphasis to these details Sir William
Jones added: 'If now it be asked, what are the intended objects of our enquiries
within these spacious limits, we answer man and natxtbe ; what-
ever is performed by the one, or produced by the other." Ceitfenary Review
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. From 1784 to 1885. Pp. 4r-5.
The Society originally met at the Grand Jury Roams of
the Supreme Court once in every week. In 1796 the pro-
ject of providing a suitable house for the Society was first
mooted, but it was not until July 1804 that the spot of
land at the corner of Park Street, formerly a Riding School,
was granted by the Government, and even until 1849
the Society had to put up with the existence of "the
establishment of a Police Thannah and Fire Engine '' on
what is now the lawn before their portico. The present
house was originally designed by Cap tain Lock of the Ben-
gal Engineers in 1805. It was completed in 1806 by a
French builder, Jean Jacques Pichar, at the total cost of
Rs. 30,000. The Society has never stinted the use of its
rooms to trie public. In 1822 the Baptist Missionaries
from Serampore were permitted to give a course of lectures
here on phrenology! For thirty years the Medical and
Physical Society of Calcutta held then meetings and had an
office within these hospitable walls. The Photographic
Society of India, until quite recently, had their Head Quar-
ters in the basement, and the Staunton Chess Club used to
foregather at No. 57, Park Street, even more frequently
than the true and lawful proprietors. To Lord Curzon,
who has always taken a very active interest in the Society
and attended its meetings, the Society is indebted for
the recent repait of its buildings.
A few years ago a proposal was mooted to resolve the
Asiatic Society into a "Royal Society of India." When
the Royal Asiatic Society was founded in London in 1829
it condescendingly offered its great-grandmother the high
and sublime privilege of affiliation. A similar privilege
had been offered to a literary society in Bombay and
eagerly accepted, but in Calcutta the Society preferred

